BOAT REVIEW

The New Hunter 38

Hunter’s newest
midsize offering
combines performance
and the company’s
historic attention to
comfort. It's faster on
paper than
comparable boats,
and priced to sell.

unter Marine has a reputation
as a builder of boats for sailors
who favor creature comforts
OVEer I}!H‘ r[_l rmance. S[I[“H recent maoc 1'
els from the company have been
described as "floating condos.” Say
what you will, this strategy has pro-
pelled Huntertoa leading spot in the
U.5. sailboat industry in terms of
boats sold on an annual basis.
However, with the hiring of Glenn
Henderson several vears ago as chief
designer and engineer, company CEQ
Warren Luhrs signaled that Hunter is
increasing its attention to better per-
formance. Despite being an experi-
enced long-distance cruiser, Hender-
son carved his repulation as a perfor-
mance-oriented designer whose cre-
ations have fared well on the race-
course,

Design
The new Hunter 38 replaces the 386,
the last of which rolled out of the
Alachua, FL, plant in May, 2004, fol-
Iﬂlﬂ'iﬂg il Hﬁ‘i"{i[‘l‘}’l‘.‘ﬂf rumn. II] AnNnounec-
ing the arrival of the new boat, Hend-
erson said: "Our goal was to design a
boat that was an exceptionally com-
fortable cruiser, vet offered outstand-
ing performance and easy handling.
The new 38 has met expectations.”
In our view, she has a Jekyll and
Hyde appearance. Our first impres-
sion upon approaching the boat was
that she's just another specimen in a

In profile, the new Hunter 38 exhibits a speedy bow and fast hull lines. The
mainsheet is contralled by a traveler system mounted atop the bimini frame,
giving the boat an awkward appearance but an unencumbered cockpit.

growing list of big-butted boats. The
12'11" beam is carried aft to the stern,
where the athwartships measurement
is 10" 6" inside the cockpit, and free-
hoard is 50", so it's at least two steps
upward to board her at the transom.
Her 6 long, 20" wide seats surround a
footwell that's 36" wide at its narrow-
est point, and two, two-person pod
seats are located on the stern rails.
Clearly, thecockpit has been designed
to accommodate up to 8 people in
comfort during the cocktail hour. And
overhead, a bimini sits attached to a
stoul stainless steel frame.

Move forward 38 feet and the Mr.
Hyde side presents itsell; there is no
comparison with her predecessor, or
other current Hunter models. Her fine
entry and near-plumb-bow are as racy
as any new boal from Farr Yacht
Designs. Due to her increased water-
line, she won't lack speed. There's
also just enough working space be-
tween the mast and bow pulpit—her
] measurement is just 12' 1", which
means 2/3 of the boat is aft of the

mast—for a bow person to attend to
sails or muscle an anchor fitted on a
stainless steel bowroller at the stem.
Her small foretriangle and 7/8ths rig
are married to a boom that extends
over the stainless bimini frame to pro-
duce end-boom sheeting angles that
are more efficient than a cabintop
arrangement.

When viewed from abeam at a dis-
tance, her profile complements the
racy bow as she presents a high-
aspect sail plan and a relatively flat
sheerline. Tinted, flushmounted, fixed
plexiglass ports complement her aes-
thetics; they measure 16" x 28", and
light her interior. This boat is less
chubby than her cousins; a Hunter 306
that was tethered nearby is much less
comely, having the boxy appearance
produced when max headroom below
is more important than appearance.

Of the 38's design, Henderson told
us: "Altention was given to the volu-
metric distribution of the hull to even
out pressures of water movement, uti-
lizing the rudder as a major lift compo-






— Hunter 38 in Context

Hunter 38  Catalina 387 Beneteau 373  Jeanneau SO 37

LOA g 2 39 10" 36' 11" KYA
LWL KL g g 3210 110
Beam 121" 12 4 12' 4" Pt
Draft 5 B T2 411" 6 4
Disp. (Ibs.) 17,674 19,000* 14,550 13,7719
Ballast (Ibs.) 5,855 6,800 5,240 4,057
SailArea(sq.ft) 991 719 670 T30

Fuel (gals.) 35 368 33 36
Water (gals.) 75 102 104 85
SAD 2342 16.16 17.99 2032
DiL 189,22 249 18257 189,49
Price $144,990"  $177,500 $147 500 £175,000

The above figures suggest that the Hunter 38 (fitted with a full-size mainsail and not one
shrunk for an in-mast furling system) should easily accelerate faster than the alher three
models by virlue of its SA/D ratio. The D/L numbers suggest that this boal should have
equal speed potential to the Jeanneau, though it should be slower than the Beneteau. And
alithree should be faster than the Catalina. Thatthe Hunter has more sail area than each
of the others by a substantial margin is a plus as most regions in the .S, experience fight
to moderate wind speeds over the course of a year.

* Catalina Yachts publishes only approximate weights

** base price, all others shown include sails

agree it would be a plus in less de-
manding regions most of the time.

The boat's deck hardware is top-
drawer and large enough for assigned
tasks. The primary winches are Lew-
mar 40 self-tailers led through Lew-
mar ballbearing blocks. On the cabin-
top are Lewmar 40s married to Spin-
lock XTS rope clutches.

Lifelines are 23" above the deck,
(meeting 1SO standards), but would
provide more security if they were 28
to 30" tall. The 1-1/2" fiberglass
toerail running from bow to stern is
what we expect on a boat designed
for offshore work. The toerail is
rounded, which will be appreciated
by rail riders in the unlikely event

(% 'F'E-r

Beamy, yes, bul the 38's transom is also versatile. Port and starboard stowage
lockers to either side of centerline flank the swim ladder, and the white,
slotted step hinges up to double as a helmsman'’s seat.

that this boat does any racing. The
sidedecks are 12" wide at the
shrouds. The lower shrouds termi-
nate near the base of the cabin, the
uppers at the gunwale, so fore and
aft movement is unimpeded. And a
diamond nonskid surface offers good
footing on a wet deck. The cabintop
measures B6" between the hand-
rails, so there is plenty of room for
stowing a dinghy or other items.

Small headsails are de rigeur for
Henderson, and this boat is fitted
with just two 48" long sections of
track located at the base of the cabin-
top, providing tight sheeting angles
between the shrouds. The standard
furler is a Furlex 2008 elevated 16"
above deck level so that it's out of the
way when hoisting an anchor, but
this arrangement diminishes sail
area and compromises upwind per-
formance.

A Simpson-Lawrenceanchor wind-
lass is located below deck in the an-
chor locker, a good location from a
safety standpoint; the locker is large
enough to house enough chain and ’
rode for anchoring in deep harbors.
Cleats located on the bow, amidships,
and on the sternare 10" long, so they'll
accept dock lines beefy enough fora
boat this size.

A Lewmar hatch on the bow mea-
sures 22" x 22", a second located
amidships is 24" x 24", letting the sun
and wind pour in, or odors escape
the cabin. They are supplemented
by 10" x 12" opening portsamidships
and over the galley.

Henderson has designed a vessel
that places an emphasis on crew
comfort and smooth operation by
locating the sail controls at the helms-
man's fingertips. The only draw-
back, however, occurs if the skipper
becomes overwhelmed by simulta-
neously steering, trimming, reading
a chart, and attending to the other
duties that befall the master of any
vessel. In this case, the stern section
could become overpopulated. Still,
the absence of lines cluttering the
cockpit sole gets our approval. .

Accommodations
As with all Hunter sailboats, the 38









