SAIL REVIEW | MARLOW-HUNTER 37

It is early September, a gray day with
the impending threat of rain. It’s a great
day. The wind is blowing 12 knots off-
shore with some gusts and shifts. The
near shore chop is only a couple of feet.
I also have the good fortune to be test sailing a brand new
Marlow-Hunter 37. This boat has just been commissioned
and put in the water. What a beautiful boat it is.

A spacious inviting cockpit with teak seats and sole wel-
come you onboard. The four foot folding transom/swim plat-
form, and two stern pulpit teak seats enlarge the area even
more. The transom up provides helm seating. An integrated
telescopic boarding ladder can be deployed with the platform
up or down. There is also convenient space in the transom to
store shore power cords. High coamings make the side seat-
ing comfortable. A large lazarette provides plenty of storage.
The fold down table that can be lowered and stored out of
the way, as opposed to a permanent table and folding wheel,
make moving around the cockpit easy. The Lewmar pedestal
hosts the engine controls, compass, an i70 Raymarine display
and autopilot but could also host the optional bow thruster if
chosen. The overhead arch includes cockpit lighting and
stereo speakers. lts primary purpose is to take the boom-end
main sheeting and traveller up and out of the cockpit while
keeping both within easy reach of the helm. However it also
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serves to protect against an accidental
jibe keeping the boom well over the
heads of the crew. The high tapering
coamings result in the primary winches
being set well aft, again within easy
reach of the helm making for easy tacking. Wide uncluttered
side decks, flush hatches, coach top covered runs for running
rigging and long hand rails make moving around on deck easy
and safe. The upper shrouds are fixed to chain plates out-
board. The lower shrouds are fixed through the deck at the
outer edge of the coachroof, forward of the jib track. This
inboard position of the lower shrouds allows a clear walkway
to the foredeck, eliminating the need to swing around the
shrouds. Molded diamond non-skid provides good traction on
deck. All the way forward, there are twin anchor rollers, an
electric windlass, and a Danforth anchor with 150 of rode and
chain. This boat has six heavy duty folding mooring cleats.
Below deck is even more impressive. The interior space
on this 37 footer is huge. Extensive use of cherry panelling
and furniture and hardwood flooring makes the interior
warm and inviting. The upholstery on our test boat is a mid-
blue fabric of superior quality. The salon pedestal table is a
wonderfully rich cherry veneer laid with the grain from four
quadrants meeting in the centre. This table can be lowered
to create a double berth. The large elliptical side lights, large
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opening hatches with screens, small side ports and LED
lighting provide an abundance of light. The Nav desk is on
the port side, with a contoured wooden bench, an Icom VHE
with DSC and a remote mic at the helm, and a JVC stereo.
The electrical panel includes tank level indicators.

The L shaped galley to starboard, at the foot of the com-
panionway, is well equipped. This is a very practical and well
laid out work space. The galley has twin stainless steel sinks,
a single lever faucet, a fridge and a separate freezer, a
microwave and a propane two burner, Force 10 oven / range,
along with ample cupboards, shelves, and drawers. The for-
ward most cupboard serves as a drying rack complete with a
ventilating fan. There are Corian countertops with a top
access garbage bin making clean up a breeze. Stainless rails
at the counter edge provide hand holds as well as helping to
keep items on the counter while underway.

Pass through the starboard side galley to enter the aft
cabin The queen-sized berth is positioned across the boat

allowing for full height at the head of the bed allowing the

Ext@&'lsjve use of cherry paneling and
i ,_ﬁrniture and hardwood flooring
nakes the interior warm and inviting.

occupants to sit up and read in bed if desired. Two hanging
lockers are cedar lined, and along with a cupboard, provide
the storage in this cabin. An innerspring mattress is an option
for this berth. A door on the port side provides ensuite access
to the shower and head.

The boat’s single head is to port of the companionway. A
Corian countertop and stainless steel washbasin comprise the
vanity in the forward half of the head. Storage is found behind
the fold-down mirror and below the basin. A hi-fold plexiglass
door separates the vanity from the shower/toilet area. A teak
bench folds down over the toilet for use while showering.
Overall the head is reasonably roomy for a 37 foot sailboat.

The V-berth could in fact be the preferred accommoda-
tion on this boat. Two cedar lined hanging lockers, another
locker under the aft edge of the berth, shelves, a cubby hole,
large under berth lockers and shelves provide tons of storage
space. Head room is better here than the aft cabin, even if
the bed is slightly smaller.

Sailing this boat is easy. The furling jib and furling main
make deploying sails a pleasure. There is no lifting of sails,
no sail bags to unzip and no need to leave the cockpit. Our
test boat carried a vertically battened main. In 12-14 knots
of true wind and a small chop the boat handled very nicely.
Close-hauled with 18 — 20 apparent we were moving along

Invest In A Painting

Epifanes Yacht Coatings provide an exceptional return on
investment. Absolutely stunning when rolled and tipped or
sprayed, our two-part Polyurethane, Mono-urethane, and
single component “Bootlak” Yacht Enamel will deliver a
long lasting; fninor-like finish that will have heads turning.
(Epifanes clear finishes will too.) In high-gloss or satin at
your local chandlery. Or online at epifanes.com.
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SPECIFICATIONS

Length Overall: 39171212 m
Hull Length: 376" 11.43 m
Waterline Length: 3587 10.87 m
Beam: 1317 3.99 m
Draft - Shoal: 5071.52m
Draft - Deep: 6’6" 1.98 m

Displacement - Shoal: 8,995 Ibs 8,616 kg

Ballast - Shoal: 5,727 lbs 2,598 kg
Ballast - Deep: 5,125 lbs 2,325 kg
Mast Height - From Waterline -
Standard: 59'2”18.03 m
Mast Height - From Waterline

- Furling: 6127 18.64 m
Sail Area

- Standard: 856 sq ft 79.53 sgm
Sail Area - Furling: 764 sq ft 70.98 sqg m
Headroom: 6'6”1.98 m
Fuel Capacity: 50 gal 189 L
Water Capacity: 80 gal 303 L
Holding Tank Capacity: 259al 95 L
Water Heater: 5gal19L
Inboard Engine: 29 HP 21.3 kW

CE Classification A/10
Base boat: $189,990 U.S. dollars.

nicely at 7.5 to 8 knots. The concave
shape of the bow section of the hull is
intended to reduce pitching by helping

to cut through the waves. The chine
carried from the beam all the way aft
helps to provide stability. In those con-
ditions we were heeled 10-15° with
about 10° of weather helm rudder car-
rying full sail area. The B&R designed
rig has no backstay eliminating interfer-
ence with the roach on the main. There
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In the aft cabin, the
queen berth is
positioned across the
boat allowing for full
height at the head of
the boat.

is also no baby stay for the jib to foul on.
Tacking was quick and simple and visi-
bility was great with the 110% jib. | am
a fan of boom end sheeting. I like the
control it provides of the boom and the
shape of the sail. As designed, the arch
with its mainsheet traveller provides
excellent control, within reach of the
helm, and with everything overhead out
of the way and with the dual ended
mainsheet, the helmsman didn't have
to leave the helm making this boat very
easy to single hand. When we cracked
off a little on a close reach, the helm
was more neutral. On a beam reach
with the wind down slightly, we main-
tained 6 — 6.5 knots of speed and the
helm was balanced. Downwind, the
small jib has trouble behind this main
driven rig.

The swept spreaders discourage
playing the main all the way out to flop
on the rig however the sail did have the
heavy spreader patches in this area to
protect it. The boat is set up for an
optional genneker or A-Sail. 1 would
recommend that option if any distance
cruising is contemplated. Under power
the optional 40hp Yanmar Sail-Drive
with a two blade fixed prop moved us
along at +7 knots without having to
bury the throttle.

In this new 2015 — 37 Marlow-
Hunter has produced a comfortable,
stylish, well-designed cruiser which is
quick and easily sailed. This boat will
very comfortably take four to six people
overnight and would be exceptional for
a couple on an extended vacation. ©
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