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Before you go on the first cruise, you should be able to
answer “yes” to the following questions:

Has your dealer completed the pre-delivery service 
inspection?  Have you and your dealer signed the Pre-
Delivery Inspection Report?

Have you filled out and mailed all warranty registra-
tion cards?

Have you read and do you understand this owner’s 
manual and the OEM manuals?

Has your boat been registered with the proper author-
ities?  Does your hull display the proper identification?

Has your dealer reviewed with you the operation of 
the boat and its systems?  Has your dealer answered all 
your questions?

If you have taken care of these preliminary steps, you 
are ready to take your first cruise.  Before you start, give
some thought to the cruise itself.  Choose a calm day if 
you can.

6.1  Boarding your Boat

Make it a routine to visually inspect the exterior of your 
boat every time you approach it to board.  Look for signs
of damage that could be caused by the dock or other 
boats.

6.1.1  Preparing to Board

As you board your boat, you should make sure you have
all gear safety gear aboard and a plan for exiting the boat
ramp.  If your boat is equipped with an engine, please 
remember that CO fumes can be deadly.  Since your 
boat may be equipped with an outboard engine that is
exterior mounted and there is no enclosed cabin, there is
no CO alarm installed which would indicate the presence
of deadly Carbon Monoxide gas.  The dangers of Carbon
Monoxide are detailed at length in the Boating Safety
Chapter of this manual, and in the insert that is placed in
the Boating Safety Chapter.
Accumulation of CO can be deadly. Be sure to operate
your engine in a well ventilated area and be mindful of 
the smell of exhaust fumes as these are a sign of the 
presence of CO gas.

•

•

•

•

•

6.1.2  Upon Boarding

If you detect fuel fumes, follow the procedures listed here
and in the Fuel Chapter of this manual.

6.1.3  Strong Fuel Fumes

Fuel fumes are heavier than air and can collect in the
bilge area. These fumes are extremely hazardous.  If you
detect strong fumes, proceed as follows:

WARNING! !
Leaking fuel is a fire and explosion hazard.  Personal

injury or death could occur.

DANGER! !
Explosive fuel vapors can become trapped in the
lower portions of the boat. Close all hatch covers, 
windows, doors, and compartments while fueling

your boat.

1. Evacuate all occupied enclosures immediately.

2. Shut down engine.

3. Turn off all electrical circuits.

4. Inform the dockmaster if possible.  Have a qualified 
technician check the boat immediately to determine the 
source of the odor.

5. Open the boat for natural ventilation.

6. When you can no longer smell fumes, locate the 
source.  Dispose of fuel in a safe, approved manner.

6.2  Launching

1. Remove all tie down straps securing the boat to the
trailer as well as any lines securing the rudder in the
upright position or on centerline. The only attachment of 
the boat to the trailer should be the strap from the bow 
eye to the trailer winch.
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Be aware of nearby power lines. Contact with power-
lines and the spar may result in electric shock caus-

ing severe injury or death. 

2. The spar can be raised before or after launch, depend-
ing on the docking facilities after launch. BE AWARE OF
POWER LINES IN THE AREA!

3. Attach the necessary mooring lines and fenders if nec-
essary. Do not lower the fenders over the side until the 
boat is clear of the trailer.

4. Initially slacken the trailer winch and familiarize your-
self with its gear switch action and return the winch to the
locked position.

5. Loose gear may now be loaded if necessary. The rud-
der and centerboard should be in the up position

6. Back the boat and trailer down the ramp until the trailer 
wheels are just clear of the surface of the water. Retrieve 
the bow and stern lines as necessary. Loosen the trailer 
winch and bow strap.

7. Once the boat is floating free, push the boat clear of 
the trailer guides to the available dock maintaining control
with the mooring lines.

8. Slowly pull the empty trailer out of the water being
careful that the boat and people are clear.

6.2.1  Running the Engines

Now it is time to start the engines.  This is accomplished 
by the following procedures:

1. First, move the throttle to the neutral positionl.

2. Next, turn the switch to the “On” position. 

3. Start the engine by pulling the start chord.

4. Once the engine warms up to operating temp (check
manufacturer’s recommendations for correct warm-up
procedure), move the shift lever to Fwd and Reverse to
make sure that the transmission will engage. 

WARNING! !
Exhaust gasses contain Carbon Monoxide.   This is
a poisonous gas and can cause death.  Shut down 

engines immediately.

Important:  Always be careful when starting the engines.  Use 
common sense and good judgment. Shut down the engine 
immediately if you observe any unsafe operating conditions.

6.3  Getting Underway

Verify that you have up to date safety equipment.

Make sure you have the required safety equipment for 
your passengers.

Check wind, tide, and current to determine the best way
to maneuver your boat away from the dock.  Lower the 
rudder and centerboard to the proper depth and cast off 
mooring lines.

Shift your boat’s engine into forward or reverse, depend-
ing on whether you want to move the bow or the stern
away from the dock first.  Your engines should be running 
at a slow speed as you move away from the dock.

Once your boat is in open water, you can safely acceler-
ate  to cruising speed.  Advance throttle to setting which
provides your desired engine speed (RPM’s).

6.3.1 Getting Ready to Sail

Note:  This is not intended to provide a complete guide on sail-
ing!  The ‘art’ of managing a sailboat in all weather, tidal and 
day/night conditions can not even be taught by reading even the 
best instruction book.  If you are not proficient in handling sail 
boats please refrain from handling this boat and obtain profes-
sional training and certificates of which some might be required 
for you to navigate this boat in certain areas or countries.

The following is a simple guide only:

Be sure the rudder and centerboard have been low-
ered prior to raising any sail

1. Place the mast base into its step and raise it to its
upright position. Attach the forestay and shrouds per the
sails and rigging section of this manual.
2. Install the boom onto the gooseneck and secure the 
topping lift to the aft side of the boom.

DANGER! !

WARNING! !



Hunter 15 • Getting Underway

6.4

3. Connect the main sheet purchase to the boom and
install the vang as the sails and rigging section shows.
4. Run the jib furling line through the leads and finally 
through the jammer cleat located on the starboard side
of the deck.
5. Install the battens in the mainsail (if required) and install
the mainsail onto the boom from the aft end. Remove the
stop pin or open the sail gate in the mast and install the
luff slides into the track on the back of the spar.  Reinstall 
the stop pin or close the sail gate to prevent the slides 
from falling back out again. Connect the main sail to its 
halyard and pack the sail on your boom.

2. Install the out haul line in the boom with the messenger 
line provided and lead from the sheave at the back of the 
boom through the lower cringle at the back of the sail and
aft to the end of the casting.

3. Install reefing lines in the boom with the messenger 
line provided per the diagram in the sails and rigging sec-
tion. Pull enough slack into the reef line so that the sail 
can be fully raised unimpeded by the reef lines. Tie the 
mainsail onto the boom with the sail ties provided.

4. Install the jib sheet onto the jib and lead the sheets
inside the shrouds to the lead jammer blocks on the gun-
wahales. Tie figure eight knots in the end of the sheets to
prevent them from running back through the jams.

5. Raise and unfurl sails, beginning with the main and
then the jib while powering into the wind. Once each
halyard is tensioned, the halyard can be pushed down
into its respective rope clutches. However, care should 
be taken not to inadvertently open the rope clutches,
since the sails will lower rapidly if this is done. When the
sails are raised, the boat can be laid off and the engine 
turned off.

6. Once the main is sheeted in and you are sailing 
upwind, confirm the main topping lift position. The main
should be capable of sheeting in hard without the topping
lift being tight. With the main sheeted in hard, the topping
lift should have eight to ten inches of sag and should be
adjusted accordingly.

7. After a day of sailing, the sails should be lowered/ 
furled in while again powering into the wind, with the jib 
furled in first and then by lowering the main. Protect your 
sails by covering them with the sail cover or furling them 
completely up.

6.4  Returning to Port

After completing the day’s cruise and mooring your boat, 
shut down the engine.

* Reduce engine speed to idle.  Place transmission con-
trol in neutral.  Allow engine to idle for a few minutes.

* Move switch to OFF to shut down the engine.

Before going ashore, check the following items:

Boat securely tied to dock
Sails are secured
Centerboard and rudder are up if trailering.

A thorough washdown of your hull, decks, and rigging
with soap and fresh water will help keep your boat looking
like new for years.

6.4.1 Retrieving

DANGER! !
Be aware of nearby power lines. Contact with power-
lines and the spar may result in electric shock caus-

ing severe injury or death. 

1. Raise Centerboard and rudder.

2. Back trailer into water remembering boat will be float-
ing lower if there is more gear on board than when you 
started.

3. Maneuver boat between trailer guides and up to the 
winch with the mooring lines.

4. Connect the bow strap and with the winch in gear,
winch boat up snug against bow stop.

5. Center boat between upright aft trailer guides.

6. Slowly pull the boat from the water until the weight of 
the boat is on the trailer.

7. Confirm alignment on the trailer. Put trailer back in the
water to re-align if necessary.

8. make sure the rudder is pinned or tied in the upright 
position to prevent it from dragging on the ground.

9. De-rig and unstep mast if not already done. BE AWARE 
OF POWERLINES WHEN LOWERING MAST!

•
•
•
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10. Tie boat to trailer and secure the mast and rigging.

13.5  Emergency Operations

You should always understand and be prepared to 
engage in Emergency Operations aboard your boat. The
sea is unforgiving in this area, and you can find yourself 
in very bad trouble in a very short time, even if you are
prepared.

Do not rely on this manual to educate you in all the 
emergency procedures aboard your boat. 

Always insure that you, and all aboard know the outlines 
for emergency operations.
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Maintenance

(The information below is Hunter Marine’s opinion and 
should not be considered complete or exact list of recom-
mendations.)

You have made the investment to purchase your boat. 
Now is the time to take care of it.  Here we will supply you
with the knowledge to do just that.

We will separate this chapter into sections that deal with 
each part of your boat.  The exterior, the interior, and the
mechanical components.  At the end of the chapter, we 
will offer you some maintenance tips and also give you
a schedule of maintenance to be performed.  Remember 
that any manufacturer’s recommended maintenance 
schedules supersedes ours and their specific schedules 
or tasks should be performed.

7.1  Maintenance Materials

Following is a list of tools we recommend that you carry 
on board your yacht.  Note that this list is the minimum
required:

Flashlight
Vise grips (small and medium)
Needle nose pliers
Screw and nut driver set with ratchet handle
Multi-bladed knife
Set of screwdrivers (Phillips and flat blade, including 
“shorty” in both
Offset screwdriver
Set of combination wrenches (box at one end, open end 
at the other)
Extra batteries for flashlight
Set of tubing wrenches
Hacksaw

7.1.1  Recommended Maintenance Materials

We recommend that you carry the following on board
your yacht:

Plastic marine tape
Instant glue
Silicone rubber
Electrical tape
Two-part epoxy adhesive
Spray lubricant

7.1.2  Recommended Spare Parts

We recommend that you carry the following spare parts
on board your boat:

Pull start chord for engine (if installed)
Assorted fasteners

To keep the exterior of your boat in good condition, you
should follow a periodic preventive maintenance program 
and practice good storage habits.  In this section, are 
important suggestions that will help keep your boat in the
best possible condition.

7.2  Exterior

7.2.1  Care and Maintenance During Summer Months

Before storing your boat, remove loose items such as 
cushions, towels, and similar items.  Water trapped under 
these items can cause gelcoat discoloration and mildew. 

After each use, rinse the entire boat with fresh water.  If 
the boat has been used in brackish or salt water, use a
mild soap during the washdown.

Covering your boat between uses will protect the finish 
from direct sunlight.  Do not cover it with anything that 
will not allow moisture to evaporate, for example, sheet 
plastic.

7.2.2  Finish Protection

Waxing two or four times a year is recommended.  If you
are in a climate where you use your boat year round, wax
your boat every three months.  If you have a summer 
boating season, wax at the beginning of the season and
before winter storage.

Waxing helps protect your boat from everyday elements. 
Use a wax recommended for fiberglass (gelcoat) finishes. 
Many automatic, over-the-counter waxes can be used. 
Check the product label for recommended surfaces and 
applications.

7.2.3  Color Fading and Yellowing

Darker colors are more prone to fading because they 
absorb more of the sun’s ultraviolet rays.  Whites and off-
whites will yellow, usually on the deck radii.  If the finish 
on your boat has started to fade or yellow, and waxing 
will not restore the finish, compounding with a fine grit



Hunter 15 • Maintenance

7.3

compound and a low speed buffer may be necessary.
An automotive, fine grit rubbing compound will work well
in most cases.

* Follow the manufacturer’s application instructions.  Do
not apply compound or wax in direct sunlight.

* Never place the buffer in such a manner that the pad 
touches the ground.  The pad will pick up dirt which will
cause deep scratches in the finish.

* After compounding, clean the surface with soap and
water.  Apply a good coat of wax. 

7.2.3  Minor Scratches

If you have light surface scratches and rubbing compound
does not remove them, wet sanding may be necessary.

** To wet sand:

*  Clean the area with soap and water.  During sanding, 
try to keep the area free of dust and dirt.

*  Use a 500 or 600 grit wet and dry sandpaper.  Use a 
sanding block.  Sandpaper and sanding blocks can be
purchased from automotive supply stores.

*  When sanding, keep the surface wet.  On dry surfaces, 
press a wet sponge above the sanding area.  Always 
keep the sanding block flat on the surface.  Never use 
the edge or corner.  Doing so will make scratches that 
rubbing compound will not remove.

*  After completing wet sanding, compound the sanded
area with a fine grit rubbing compound.  Use a low speed 
(1200 – 2800 rpm) buffer.  Several applications of rubbing 
compound will have to be applied before all the scratches
are removed.

*  Apply a good coat of wax. 

7.2.4  Stains
You can remove stains using a cleaner specifically made
for gelcoat surfaces.  Any cleaner recommended for cul-
tured marble or fiberglass tubs and sinks will work.  Most
of these cleaners can be purchased at a grocery store.

If a cleaner does not remove the stain, use a fine grit
rubbing compound.  By hand, apply a small amount of 
the compound to the stain area.  Using a cotton cloth
and medium pressure, rub the compound into the stained

area.  After the stain is removed, wash the area with soap
and water and apply a good coat of wax. 

7.2.5  Stainless Steel

Your Boat Hardware is made from top quality stainless
steel and with proper care and maintenance will give you
many years of service.

Mirror Finish

The mirror finish on most of your stainless hardware is 
produced by a series of progressive machine and hand
polishing operations.  It is this careful polishing that 
makes the stainless finish so beautiful...and easier to 
clean and maintain.

Recommended Cleansers

We have reviewed several general stainless cleansers/
polishers to determine their effectiveness in cleaning and
protecting your stainless steel. Even though opinions will
certainly differ, our opinion is that one of the most effec-
tive cleaning and polishing products is Collinite© # 850
Metal Wax. To help maintain the factory finish of your 
stainless steel hardware, try the recommended cleanser 
because you may agree with us.  

Recommendations for Cleaning

• Do…Apply an even layer of the polishing compound onto
a clean soft rag and distribute over a manageable area of 
the stainless surface with a soft rotational motion.
• Do…Repeat the application if some surface stains 
remain until all the finish is back to the original clean
shiny finish.
• Do…Remove any excess polishing compound and pol-
ish out the stainless finish for a mirror shine.
• Do...Rinse thoroughly with fresh water after each cruise.
Thorough rinsing can prevent a lot of the surface staining
that stainless steel produces when left in contact with salt
water residue.
• Do...Dry after each use to prevent mineral deposits from
building up on the surface of the finish.
• Don’t...Scour the stainless. Scouring can damage the 
original finish.
• Most brands of cleansers contain chemical additives 
which will affect the original high polish finish if left on the
stainless.
• Don’t...Use a steel wool pad to clean your stainless. If 
a more abrasive product is needed, use a stainless pol-
ishing paste being sure to rub in the paste with a clean
rag. Steel wool pads have a tendency to break apart and



Hunter 15 • Maintenance

7.4

small particles of steel can become embedded in the sur-
face and will rust and will give the appearance that the 
stainless itself is rusting.
Following these recommendations for the care and clean-
ing of your stainless steel will help insure that it will pro-
vide you with many years of service.

Chlorides

Today, chlorides are found in almost all soaps, deter-
gents, bleaches and cleansers; chlorides can be aggres-
sive to stainless steel. However, chlorides are very water 
soluble. Therefore, THOROUGH RINSING of your bright
work after each use will help to keep your stainless look-
ing bright and shiny.

Scratches

Like many metallic surfaces, your stainless steel will
scratch. These are merely usage scratches and over time
will blend into the overall finish. Surface scratches can
be polished out with a polishing paste but this can be a 
lengthy and work intense process.

7.2.6  Deck Hatches

Wax the rubber gaskets on all deck hatches with a car-
nauba wax to ensure gasket material does not stick to its
mating surface.

7.2.7  Acrylic and Plexiglass

Important:  Do not use glass cleaning sprays, scouring
compounds, or solvents (such as acetone, gasoline, or 
thinners) to clean acrylic or Plexiglass.

Following are guidelines for cleaning acrylic and Plexiglass
parts:

*  Wash acrylic hatches, windows, and any other acrylic
compounds with mild soap and plenty of lukewarm 
water.

*  Use a clean, soft cloth.

*  Apply only a light pressure when cleaning.

*  Rinse with clear water, and blot dry with a damp cloth
or chamois.

7.2.8  Caulking

All deck fitting, bow rails, windows, hatches, etc, have 
been caulked with the highest quality material to ensure 
a waterproof joint with the boat.  However, normal use will 
flex the joint and eventually break down the seal.

Note:  We recommend that all deck fittings, hatches, etc. be 
caulked periodically to prevent damaging leaks from develop-
ing.

7.3  Mechanical Systems and Components

Refer to the manuals supplied by the boat component 
manufacturers for their recommended periodic mainte-
nance. The manuals may indicate maintenance require-
ment, in addition to, the minimum maintenance tasks 
listed in the following charts.

Note:  In case of conflicts between the maintenance informa-
tion in this manual and the manuals supplied by the equipment 
manufacturer, the equipment manuals take precedence.

7.3.1  Engine Gear Oil

See engine operating manual for recommended oils and 
correct procedures for checking and replenishing oil.

7.3.2  Fuel Line Connections

Check all fuel line connections for leaks at least once a 
year.  Tighten as necessary.

Important:  Be careful when tightening fittings.  Over-tightening 
can crack the flair fittings and flair nuts.  Use only tube wrench-
es when tightening connections.

7.4  Periodic Maintenance

Proper and timely maintenance is the best insurance 
you can buy for trouble free and pleasurable boating.  
Included in this section are maintenance charts which 
identify maintenance tasks and their frequency.  Use the 
charts as a checklist.

Following are specific maintenance tasks that you should
complete after the first 20 hours of operation:

*
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*  Tighten all engine mounts.

*  Complete engine maintenance as recommended by
engine manufacturer.
*  Tighten all hose clamps and lubricate them.

At the end of this chapter, you will find a maintenance 
schedule.  It is important that you keep the manufactur-
er’s documentation for the components and follow the 
maintenance schedules and procedures listed in that
literature.  This information takes precedence over what
is supplied by the boat manufacturer. 

7.5  Storage and Lifting

In most cases, the reason for storage is winter layup. 
The information in this section is a general guide.  Your 
boat dealer or a competent boatyard should prepare your 
boat for winter storage.  If you are removing your boat 
from the water for another reason, use the information in
this section as a guideline.  Following the procedures in 
this section helps to extend the life of your boat and its
equipment and simplifies re-commencing in the spring. 

Indoor storage is beneficial if you are storing your boat in
a climate that produces ice and snow.  However, the stor-
age building should be adequately ventilated, not tightly 
closed.  Ventilation around the boat, is very important. 

If you use outdoor storage facilities, cover your boat with
a canvas cover with provisions for ventilation to keep the
boat from “sweating.”  Building a frame over the boat to 
support the canvas will allow the passage of air around
the boat.  The frame should be a few inches wider than
the boat so the canvas will clear the rails.

Before preparing your boat for winter storage, check the
condition of the boat and its systems and equipment. 
Note any repairs needed.  The need for other repairs may 
become apparent during winterization.  Make arrange-
ments to have the repairs completed. 

7.5.1  Lifting Your Boat

Following are guidelines which will help prevent damage
to your boat as it is being lifted.

*  Never hoist the boat with a greater than normal accu-
mulation of water in the bilge. 

*  Use flat, wide slings made of belting and spreader bars
long enough to keep pressure off the gunwale.  Do not

use cable slings.  Pressure by the slings on the gunwale
can cause severe gelcoat crazing or more serious hull
damage.

*  The spreader bar at each sling should be as long as the
distance across the widest point the sling surrounds.

*  Your boat is designed to be stored on a trailer with 
longitudinal support on at least 2 rails. This will help dis-
tribute the weight and prevent stress cracking from point
loading.

7.5.2  Draining Your Boat

Your boat has a drain plug on the transom for draining
water from the bilges.  The tongue of the trailer can be 
propped up so that the drain plug will be the lowest point
and thereby drain the bilge when opened.

7.5.3  Preparing for Storage

*  Clean, scrub, and sponge the hull and deck as soon as 
the boat is pulled from the water and is still in the trailer.
Cleaning marine growth from the hull is easier when it is 
still wet.

*  Clean the inside of all hull openings, through hull fit-
tings, and screens.  Inspect the hull and underwater 
gear for signs of wear, deterioration, or damage.  Note
any damage to the propulsion equipment, rudder and 
centerboard, etc.  Make repairs, if at all possible, before 
covering your boat.

*  Fill the fuel tank with treated fuel to prevent conden-
sation.  If you use a stabilizer or conditioner, be sure to 
follow the instructions on the container.

Important:  Do not overfill fuel tanks so fuel flows from the vent.  
Allow room in the tanks for fuel to expand.

** Prepare the Engine for Storage:

*  In areas where temperatures fall below freezing, the 
bilge area must be completely dry. 

Note:  Refer to the engine owner’s manual for winterization and 
storage procedures.

*  Make sure all garbage is removed.

*  Scrub the inside of the boat.  
*  Stand or prop up cushions remaining on board to allow
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good air circulation around them.  Hang life preserver and
other equipment to prevent mildew.

*  Remove any detachable and valuable equipment and
electronics.

**  Prepare Exterior of  Boat for Storage:

*  Apply a coat of wax to the entire boat.  Put rust inhibitor 
on all metal parts.

*  Cover the boat with a tarpaulin or mooring cover.  If the
boat is stored outside, you may need to place supports
under the cover to shore up pockets where rain or snow 
can collect.

7.5.4  Draining Your Boat

Your boat has a drain plug for draining water from the
bilges.  Prop the trailer tongue and remove the drain plug
so that any water that may enter will drain

7.5.6  Supporting Your Boat During Storage

A trailer is the ideal support for your boat whenever it is
not in the water.  Properly designed and located, the trail-
er will support the boat under the main frames.  Support 
at these points is essential for preventing damage to the 
hull.

If a trailer is not available, the boat may be supported
on two longitudinal timbers along the bottom of the boat.   
The timbers and the foundation must be substantial
enough to prevent any change in shape while supporting
the boat during storage.  The weight carried by the sup-
ports should be evenly divided.

Store the boat with the bow up so any accumulation of 
moisture will run off.

7.6  Fitting out after Storage

Before launching your boat, do not load unneeded equip-
ment and personal items until the launch and final check-
out are complete.

7.6.1  Pre-Launch Checkout

**  Before placing your boat in the water, check and per-
form the following:

*  Check all lines and gear and replace, if necessary.

*    Make sure all drain plugs are installed.  Check all cen-
terboard and rudder hardware for damage and tightness. 
Repair or adjust as needed.

*  Launch your boat.

7.6.2  Post Launch Checkout

**  After launching your boat, check the following: 

*  Check all sources of possible leaks from bow to stern.  
Make this check with boat fully in the water, but still in 
the slings!
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Routine Maintenance

Item Daily (after use) 75hr 250hr Yearly
Check and tighten all 
deck fittings

X X

Wash X X
Wax X
Change engine gear oil X
Inspect rigging X X
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A
Aback: describes a sail when the wind strikes it on the 
lee side.
Abaft: towards the boat’s stern.
Abeam:
at right angles to the center-line of the boat.
Aft: at or near the stern.
Amidships: the center of the boat, athwartships and fore 
and aft.
Anti-fouling: a poisonous paint compound used to pro-
tect the underwater part of a hull from marine growths.
Apparent wind: The direction and speed of the wind felt 
by the crew. It is a combination of true wind and that
created by the movement of the boat.
Astern: behind the boat; to go astern is to drive the
boat in reverse.
Athwartships: at right angles to the fore and aft line of 
the boat.
B
Back: when a wind backs, it shifts anticlockwise.
Back a sail: to sheet it to windward so that the wind fills 
on the side that is normally to leeward.
Backstay: a stay that supports the mast from aft and
prevents its forward movement.
Ballast: extra weight, usually lead or iron, placed low in 
the boat or externally on the keel to provide stability.
Ballast keel: a mass of ballast bolted to the keel to 
increase stability and prevent a keel boat from capsiz-
ing.
Batten: a light, flexible strip fed into a batten pocket at
the leech of the sail to support the roach.
Beam: 1, the maximum breadth of a boat; 2, a trans-
verse member that supports the deck; 3, on the beam
means that an object is at right angles to the centerline.
Bear away: to steer the boat away from the wind.

 the direction of an object from an observer, measured 
in degrees true or magnetic.
Beat: to sail a zigzag course towards the wind, close-
hauled on alternate tacks.
Belay: to make fast a rope around a cleat, usually with
a figure-of-eight knot.
Bend: 1, to secure a sail to a spar before hoisting; 2, to 
moor a boat; 3, a sleeping place on board.
Bight: a bend or loop in a rope.
Bilge: the lower, round part inside the hull where the
water collects.
Block: a pulley in a wooden or plastic case, consist-
ing of a sheave around which a rope runs. It is used to 
change the direction of pull.
Boot-topping: a narrow colored stripe painted between
the bottom paint and the topside enamel.
Bottlescrew: see Rigging screw.

Broach: when a boat running downwind slews broad-
side to the wind and heels dangerously. It is caused by 
heavy following seas or helmsman’s error.
Broad reach: the point of sailing between a beam reach 
and a run, when the wind blows over a quarter.
Bulkhead: a partition wall in a boat normally fitted
athwartships
C
Caulk: to make the seams between wooden planks
watertight by filling with cotton, oakum or a compound.
Cavitation: the formation of a vacuum around a propel-
ler, causing a loss in efficiency.
Center-board: a board lowered through a slot in the
keel to reduce leeway.
Center-line: center of the boat in a fore and aft line.
Center of effort (COE): the point at which all the forces
acting on the sails are concentrated.
Center of lateral resistance (CLR): the underwater 
center of pressure about which a boat pivots when 
changing course.
Chain pawl: a short lug which drops into a toothed rack
to prevent the anchor chain running back.
Chain plate: a metal plate bolted to the boat to which
the shrouds or backstays are attached.
Chart datum: reference level on a chart below which
the tide is unlikely to fall. Soundings are given below
chart datum. The datum level varies according to coun-
try and area.
Chine: the line where the bottom of the hull meets the
side at an angle.
Cleat: a wooden, metal or plastic fitting around which 
rope is secured.
Clevis pin: a locking pin through which a split ring is
passed to prevent accidental withdraw.
Clew: the after, lower center of a sail where the foot and
leech meet.
Close-hauled: the point of sailing closest to the wind; 
see also beat.
Close reach: the point of sailing between close-hauled 
and a beam reach, when the wind blows forward of the 
beam.
Close-winded: describes a boat able to sail very close 
to the wind.
Coaming: the raised structure surrounding a hatch, 
cockpit, etc., which prevents water entering.
Cotter pin: soft, metal pin folded back on itself to form
an eye.
Course: the direction in which a vessel is steered, usu-
ally given in degrees; true, magnetic or compass.
Cringle: 1, a rope loop, found at either end of a line of 
reef points; 2, an eye in a sail.
D
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Dead run: running with the wind blowing exactly aft, in
line with the center-line.
Deviation: the difference between the direction indicat-
ed by the compass needle and the magnetic meridian; 
caused by object aboard.
Displacement: 1, the weight of water displaced by a
boat is equal to the weight of the boat; 2, a displace-
ment hull is one that displaces its own weight in water 
and is only supported by buoyancy, as opposed to a
planning hull which can exceed its hull, or displacement,
speed.
Downhaul: a rope fitted to pull down a sail or spar.
Draft: the vertical distance from the waterline to the low-
est point of the keel.
Drag: 1, an anchor drags when it fails to hole; 2, the
force of wind on the sails, or water on the hull, which 
impedes the boat’s progress.
Drift: 1, to float with the current or wind; 2, US the 
speed of a current (rate UK); 3, UK: the distance a boat 
is carried by a current in a given time.
Drogue: a sea anchor put over the stern of a boat or life 
raft to retard drift.
Drop keel: a retractable keel which can be drawn into 
the hull, when entering shallow waters and recovering
on to a trailer.
E
Eye of the wind: direction from which the true wind
blows.
F
Fair: well-faired line or surface is smoother with no 
bumps, hollows or abrupt changes in directions.
Fairlead: a fitting through which a line is run to alter the 
lead of the line.
Fathom: the measurement used for depths of water and 
lengths or rope. 1 fathom = 6 ft. or 1.83m.
Fid: a tapered tool used for splicing heavy rope and for 
sail-making, often hollow.
Fiddle: a raised border for a cabin table, chart table
etc., to prevent objects falling off when the boat heels.
Fix: the position of the vessel as plotted from two or 
more position lines.
Forestay: the foremost stay, running from the masthead 
to the stemhead, to which the headsail is hanked.
Freeboard: vertical distance between the waterline and 
the top of the deck.
G
Genoa: a large headsail, in various sizes, which over-
laps the mainsail and is hoisted in light to fresh winds on
all points of sailing.
Gimbals: two concentric rings, pivoted at right angles,
which keeps objects horizontal despite the boat’s 
motion, e. g. compass and cooker.

Go about: to turn the boat through the eye of the wind 
to change tack.
Gooseneck: the fitting attaching the boom to the mast,
allowing it to move in all directions.
Goosewing: to boom-out the headsail to windward on a 
run by using a whisker pole to hold the sail on the oppo-
site side to the mainsail.
Ground tackle: general term used for anchoring gear.
Guard rail: a metal rail fitted around the boat to prevent 
the crew falling overboard.
Gudgeon: a rudder fitting. It is the eye into which the
pintle fits.
Guy: a steadying rope for a spar; a spinnaker guy con-
trols the fore and aft position of the spinnaker pole; the 
foreguy holds the spinnaker pole forward and down.
Gybe: to change from one tack to another by turning 
the stern through the wind.
H
Halyard: rope used to hoist and lower sails.
Hank: fitting used to attach the luff of a sail to a stay.
Hatch: an opening in the deck giving access to the inte-
rior.
Hawes pipe: see Navel pipe.
Head-topwind: when the bows are pointing right into 
the wind.
Headfoil: a streamlined surround to a forestay, with a
groove into which a headsail luff slides.
Heads: the toilet.
Headway: the forward movement of a boat through the 
water.
Heave-to: to back the jib and lash the tiller to leeward; 
used in heavy weather to encourage the boat to lie qui-
etly and to reduce headway.
Heaving line: a light line suitable for throwing ashore.
Heel: to lean over to one side.
I
Isobars: lines on a weather map joining places of equal
atmospheric pressure.
J
Jackstay: a line running fore and aft, on both sides of 
the boat, to which safety harnesses are clipped.
Jury: a temporary device to replace lost or damaged
gear.
K
Keel: the main backbone of the boat to which a ballast
keel is bolted or through which the centerboard passes.
Kicking strap: a line used to pull the boom down, to 
keep it horizontal, particularly on a reach or run.
L
Lanyard: a short line attached to one object, such as a
knife, with which it is secured to another.
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Leech: 1, the after edge of a triangle sail; 2, both side
edges of a square sail.
Leehelm: the tendency of a boat to bear away from the
wind.
Lee shore: a shore on to which the wind blows.
Leeward: away from the wind; the direction to which the 
wind blows.
Leeway: the sideways movement of a boat off its
course as a result of the wind blowing on one side of 
the sails.
Lifeline: a wire or rope rigged around the deck to pre-
vent the crew falling overboard.
Limber holes: gaps left at the lower end of frames 
above the keel to allow water to drain to the lowest point 
of the bilges.
List: a boat’s more or less permanent lean to one side,
owing to the improper distribution of weight, e.g., ballast
or water.
Log: 1, an instrument for measuring a boat’s speed and
distance traveled through the water; 2, to record in a 
book the details of a voyage, usually distances covered
and weather.
Luff: the forward edge of a sail. To luff up is to turn a 
boat’s head right into the wind.
Luff groove: a groove in a wooden or metal spar into
which the luff of a headsail is fed.
Lurch: the sudden roll of a boat.
M
Marlin spike: a pointed steel or wooden spike used to 
open up the strands of rope or wire then splicing.
Mast Step: the socket in which the base of the mast is
located.
Measured mile: a distance of one nautical mile mea-
sured between buoys or transits/ranges ashore, and 
marked on the chart.
Member: a part of the skeleton of the hull, such as a
stringer laminated into fiberglass hull to strengthen it.
Meridian: an imaginary line encircling the Earth that 
passes through the poles and cuts at right angles
through the Equator. All lines of longitude are meridians.
Mizzen: 1, the shorter, after-mast on a ketch or yawl; 2,
the fore and aft sail set on this mast.
N
Navel pipe: a metal pipe in the foredeck through which 
the anchor chain passes to the locker below.
Noon Sight: a vessel’s latitude can be found, using a
sextant, when a heavenly body on the observer’s merid-
ian is at its greatest altitude. The sight of the sun at
noon is the one most frequently taken.
O
Off the wind: with the sheets slacked off, not close-
hauled.

On the wind: close-hauled.
Out haul: a rope used to pull out the foot of a sail.
Overall length (OAL): the boat’s extreme length, mea-
sured from the foremost past of the bow to the aftermost
part of the stern, excluding bowspirt, self-steering gear 
etc.
P
Painter: the bow line by which a dinghy, or tender, is 
towed or  made fast.
Pintle: a rudder fitting with a long pin that fits into the
gudgeon to form a hinged pivot for the rudder.
Pitch: 1, the up and down motion of the bows of a boat 
plunging over the waves; 2, the angle of the propeller 
blades.
Point of sailing: the different angles from which a boat
may sail; the boat’s course relative to the direction of 
the wind.
Port: the left-hand side of the boat, looking forward
(opp. of starboard).
Port tack: a boat is on a port tack when the wind strikes
the port side first and the mainsail is out to starboard. A 
boat on the port tack gives way to a boat on a starboard
tack.
Position line/ Line of position: a line drawn on a chart, 
as a result of taking a bearing, along which the boat’s 
position must be, i.e. two position lines give a fix.
Pulpit: a metal guard rail fitted at the bows of a boat to 
provide safety for the crew.
Pushpit: a metal guard rail fitted at the stern. 
Q
Quarter: the portion of the boat midway between the 
stern and the beam; on the quarter means about 45
degrees abaft the beam.
R
Rake: the fore and aft deviation from the perpendicular 
of a mast or other feature of a boat.
Range: 1, see transit; 2, of tides, the difference between
the high and low water levels of a tide; 3, the distance at
which a light can be seen.
Rating: a method of measuring certain dimensions of a
yacht to enable it to take part in handicap races.
Reach: to sail with the wind approximately on the beam; 
all sailing points between running and close-hauled.
Reef: to reduce the sail area by folding or rolling surplus 
material on the boom or forestay.
Reefing pennant: strong line with which the luff or 
leech cringle is pulled down to the boom when reefing.
Rhumb line: a line cutting all meridians at the same
angle; the course followed by a boat sailing in a fixed 
direction.
Riding light to anchor light: an all-around white light,
usually hoisted on the forestay, to show that a boat
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under 50 ft. (15m.)is at anchor. It must be visible for 2
mls. (3 km.).
Rigging screw: a deck fitting with which the tensions of 
standing rigging, e.g. stays, shrouds, etc. are adjusted.
Roach: the curved part of the leech of a sail that
extends beyond the direct line from head to clew.
Run: to run with the wind aft and with the sheets eased
well out.
Running rigging: all the moving lines, such as sheets 
and halyards, used in the setting and trimming of sails.
S
Scope: the length of rope or cable paid out when mor 
anchoring.
Scuppers: 1, holes in the toe rail that allow water to 
drain off the deck; 2, drain cockpit through hull.
Seacock: a valve that shuts off an underwater inlet or 
outlet passing through the hull.
Seize: to bind two ropes together, or a rope to a spar,
with a light line.
Serve: to cover and protect a splice or part of a rope 
with twine bound tightly against the lay.
Serving mallet: tool with a grooved head, used when
serving a rope to keep the twine at a constant and high 
tension.
Set: 1, to hoist a sail; 2, the way in which the sails fit; 3, 
the direction of tidal current or steam.
Shackle: a metal link with a removable bolt across the 
end; of various shapes: D, U.
Sheave: a grooved wheel in a block or spar for a rope 
to run on.
Sheet: the rope attached to the clew of a sail or to the 
boom, enabling it to be controlled or trimmed.
Shrouds: ropes or wires, usually in pairs, led from the
mast to the chain plates at deck level to prevent the
mast falling sideways; part of the standing rigging.
Sloop: a single-masted sailing boat with a mainsail and 
one head sail.
Spar: a general term for any wooden or metal pole, 
e.g., mast or boom, used to carry or give shape to sails.
Spindrift: spray blown along the surface of the sea.
Spinnaker: a large, light, balloon shaped sail set when 
reaching or running.
Splice: to join ropes or wire by unlaying the strands and
interweaving them.
Split pin: see cotter pin.
Spreaders: horizontal struts attached to the mast, which
extends to the shrouds and help to support the mast.
Stall: a sail stalls when the airflow over it breaks up, 
causing the boat to lose way.
Stanchion: upright metal post bolted to the deck to sup-
port guardrails or lifelines.
Standing part: the part of a line not used when making 

a knot; the part of a rope that is made fast, or around 
which the knot is tied.
Standing rigging: the shrouds and stays that are per-
manently set up and support the mast.
Starboard: right-hand side of a boat looking forward 
(opp. of port).
Starboard tack: a boat is the starboard tack when the
wind strikes the starboard side first and the boom is out 
to the port.
Stay: wire or rope which supports the mast in a fore and
aft direction; part of the standing rigging.
Steerage way: a boat has steerage way when it has
sufficient speed to allow it to be steered, or to answer 
the helm.
Stem: the timer at the bow, from the keel upward, to
which the planking is attached.
Sternway: the backward, stern-first movement of a
boat.
Stringer: a fore and aft member, fitted to strengthen the 
frames.
T
Tack: 1, the lower forward corner of a sail; 2, to turn the 
boat through the wind so that it blows on the opposite 
sides of the sails.
Tacking: working to windward by sailing close-hauled
on alternate courses so that the wind is first on one side 
of the boat, then on the other.
Tack pennant: a length of wire with an eye in each end,
used to raise the tack of a headsail some distance off 
the deck.
Tackle: a purchase system comprising of rope and 
blocks that is used to gain mechanical advantage.
Tang: a strong metal fitting by which standing rigging is 
attached to the mast or other spar.
Tender of dinghy: a small boat used to ferry stores and
people to a yacht.
Terminal fitting: fitting at the end of a wire rope by
which a shroud or stay can be attached to the mast, a 
tang or a rigging screw/ turnbuckle.
Tide: the vertical rise and fall of the oceans caused by 
the gravitational attraction of the moon.
Toe rail: a low strip of metal or molding running around 
the edge of the deck.
Topping lift: a line from the masthead to a spar, nor-
mally the boom, which is used  to raise it.
Topsides: the part of a boat’s hull that is above the 
waterline.
Track: 1, the course a boat has made good; 2, a fitting
on the mast or boom into which the slides on a sail fit; 
3, a fitting along which a traveller runs, used to alter the 
angle of the sheets.
Transit: two fixed objects are in transit when seen in 
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line; two transit give position fix.
Traveller: 1, a ring or hoop that can be hauled along a 
spar; 2, a fitting that slides in a track and is used to alter 
the angle of the sheets.
Trim: 1, to adjust the angle of the sails, by means of 
sheets, so that they work most efficiently; 2, to adjust 
the boat’s load, and thus the fore and aft angle at which 
it floats.
True wind: the direction and speed of the wind felt
when stationary, at anchor or on land.
Turnbuckle: see Rigging screw.
U
Under way: a boat is under way when it is not made
fast to shore, at anchor or aground.
Uphaul: a line used to raise something vertically, e.g.,
the spinnaker pole. 
V
Veer: 1, the wind veers when it shifts in clockwise direc-
tion; 2, to pay out anchor cable or rope in a gradual,
controlled way.
W
Wake: the disturbed water left astern of a boat.
Waterline: the line along the hull at which a boat floats.
Waterline length (WL): the length of a boat from stem
to stern at the waterline. It governs the maximum speed 
of displacement hull and effects a boats rating.
Weather helm: ( opp. of lee helm).
Weather side: the side of a boat on which the wind is 
blowing.
Wetted surface: the area of the hull under water.
Whisker pole: a light pole used to hold out the clew of 
a headsail when running.
Winch: a mechanical device, consisting usually of a 
metal drum turned by a handle, around which a line is 
wound to give the crew more purchasing power when 
hauling taut a line, e.g. a jib sheet. 
Windage: those parts of a boat that increase drag, e.g., 
rigging, spars, crew, etc.
Windlass: a winch with a horizontal shaft and a vertical
handle, used to haul up the anchor chain.
Windward: the direction from which the wind blows; 
towards the wind (opp. of leeward).
Y
Yawl: a two masted boat with a mizzen stepped aft of 
the rudder stock/ post.


